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CACHE COUNTY
City, Country, and Mountains
Orig inally ho me to  the Western Sho sho ne, Cache Valley g ets its
name fro m the fur trappers o f the early 1800s. These explo rers used
this v alley, nestled between the Wellsv ille Mo untains and the Bear
Riv er Rang e, fo r their "caches," a French wo rd fo r a place to  hide
g o o ds. Mo rmo n pio neers arriv ed in the 1850s and fo unded cities with

names tied to  their histo ry, like Hyrum and Smithfield, o r that
reminded them o f their o ld ho mes back east, like Mendo n.

Cache Valley has a pro ud farming  heritag e.
Alfalfa fields blanket larg e parts o f the v alley.
The area's dairy herds pro duce milk fo r g reat
lo cal cheese and ice cream.
Ho wev er, an ev er-g ro wing  po pulatio n needs
places to  liv e, wo rk, and sho p. Dev elo pment
pressures are pushing  the city further into  the
co untry. Recently, a tig htened supply o f new
ho mes is helping  to  driv e ho me prices to
lev els nev er befo re seen.

This all leads to  the quandry o f the decade:
Which is mo re impo rtant — fo o d to  eat o r
ho mes to  sleep in? Ho using  witho u t sprawl
means density, bu t density co mes with its
o wn challeng es.

Houses and Farms

Data Sources: Cache County Development Services, Utah AGRC, USGS  —   Analysis and Cartography: Jacob Adams, Cache County GIS Department  —   www.cachecounty.org/gis


